
Our History is Our Strength



Our shared history unites families, 

societies, and nations.

Although women’s history is intertwined 

with that of men, several factors - social, 

religious, economic, and biological -

have worked to create a unique sphere of 

women's history.



Throughout history, women have broken 

barriers, through channels legitimate and 

otherwise, to serve in the military.

Though the contributions women made 

were recognized, women were not 

integrated into the military until 1948, 

when President Harry Truman signed the 

Women’s Armed Services Integration Act. 



Courtesy of Air Force Times



During World War II, Holm was a truck driver in 

the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps.  Holm 

graduated from Officer Candidate School and 

after the war received a regular commission in 

the newly formed United States Air Force. 

In 1971, Holm became the first Air Force woman 

to be promoted to Brigadier General. Two years 

later, she became the first woman in all the 

armed forces to achieve the rank of Major 

General. 



Holm is recognized as the force behind the 

successful movement for women achieving 

equal rights in the military. 

Her challenge to the military leadership to 

utilize the talents of military women was the 

foundation for increases in the numbers of and 

opportunities for women in the military.



Courtesy  U. S. Army Material 

Command Public Affairs

http://www.army.mil/-images/2008/11/15/25566/index.html


In 2008, Dunwoody, after 33 years of 

service, became the first woman to serve 

as a four-star general in the United States 

military. 

Her promotion has been described as 

breaking “the brass ceiling” of the armed 

forces.



Dunwoody said after the appointment,

“If anyone is worried about the next 

generation of warriors, fear not. The bench 

is filled with talented Soldiers, Sailors, 

Airmen and Marines, and while I may be 

the first woman to receive this honor, I 

know with certainty I won't be the last.”



Courtesy of the U.S. 

Department of  Defense



On June 16, 2005, Sergeant Leigh Ann 

Hester was awarded the Silver Star for 

valor in Iraq, the first woman since World 

War II to receive the honor.

A member of the National Guard, Hester 

received the Silver Star for her actions 

during an ambush of the convoy she and 

her team were shadowing.



Sergeant Hester demonstrated great 

courage and, upon receiving the Silver 

Star, said:

“It really doesn’t have anything to do with 

being female.  It is about the duties I 

performed as a soldier.”



Courtesy of Michael Molinaro, 

U.S. Army Markmanship Unit 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/f4crewchick/5119447819/


The 26-year-old rifle shooter/instructor for 

the Army Marksmanship Unit is the first 

female to win the Army's Best Warrior 

competition.   She holds 21 national 

records in high-power rifle shooting and is 

the second woman to ever win the High-

Power National Championship.  

Gallagher was later named the 2010 Army 

Soldier of the Year.



After the announcement Gallagher said, 

"This is such an honor - I don't think it has 

sunk in yet, any one of us could have won 

the competition. I learned so much from 

everybody out here and loved every 

minute of this experience."

Courtesy of U.S. Army 



Courtesy of  U.S. Air Force 

Central



Beard is the first female Airman with the 

Army’s III Corps to complete the Spur 

Ride, an 18-hour Army challenge that 

runs participants through a litany of 

physical and mental tests.

Of the 72 who started the Spur Ride, just 

21 finished the course.



“Completing the Spur Ride means a lot to 

me. I still look back and think about all the 

soldiers that couldn’t complete the 

challenge but, not me, I did it.”

Courtesy of U.S. Air Force



In the year 2010, women have continued to 
demonstrate their support of our nation.

212,823 DoD and Coast Guard active duty 
members, 118, 223 Reserve members, and 
72,182 National Guard members were women.

http://www.militarywoman.org/forums/attachment.php?attachmentid=58&d=1289855743
http://www.militarywoman.org/forums/attachment.php?s=b43eab5f24e730894c8f9f96e06b0cfd&attachmentid=54&d=1289853996
http://www.militarywoman.org/forums/attachment.php?attachmentid=52&d=1289853917


The next decade promises to be an 

exciting one for women in the military as 

more barriers are removed and women 

continue to assert themselves as critical 

members in the defense of our nation 

and the achievement of our nation’s 

objectives. 

Courtesy of the Army



http://www.army.mil/-quotes/2008/11/15/14236-gen-ann-e-dunwoody-quote/

http://www.airforcetimes.com/news/2011/01/air-force-female-airman-spur-ride-

012911w/
http://www.militarywoman.org/forums/

http://www.militarywoman.org/forums/content.php?218-Sgt.-Sherri-Gallagher-

2010-Soldier-of-the-Year

http://www.militarywoman.org/forums/content.php?218-Sgt.-Sherri-

Gallagher-2010-Soldier-of-the-Year&s=086a607bc69a7e85e5e0bb8365e12539

http://www.greatwomen.org/women.php?action=viewone&id=78

http://www.militarywoman.org/forums/attachment.php?s=b43eab5f24e730894c8f9f96e06b0cfd&attachmentid=53&d=1289853974
http://www.militarywoman.org/forums/attachment.php?s=b43eab5f24e730894c8f9f96e06b0cfd&attachmentid=59&d=1289855757
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